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The God Who Satisfies
Psalm 63:1-11

Let me remind you once again that it is a
good life living for the Lord. It is a great life
living for the Lord. Today, we want to look
into the book of Psalms, in chapter 63, verses
1-11. This psalm has within it very noticeable
traces of the conditions that cause the
psalmist’s heart to cry out to God. He’s in
exile in a dry and weary land. He’s excluded
from the sanctuary. He is followed by
enemies who seek his life. But he is the king
and all the information in this psalm
confirms the accuracy of the ancient Jewish
heading, “A Psalm of David,” and this is when
he was in the wilderness of Judah.

Psalm 63, verses 1-11, says, 'O God, thou art
my God; early will I seek thee: my soul
thirsteth for thee, my flesh longeth for thee in
a dry and thirsty land, where no water is;
2To see thy power and thy glory, so as I have
seen thee in the sanctuary. 3Because thy
lovingkindness is better than life, my lips
shall praise thee. 4Thus will I bless thee while
I live: I will lift up my hands in thy name.
5My soul shall be satisfied as with marrow
and fatness; and my mouth shall praise thee
with joyful lips: °When I remember thee
upon my bed, and meditate on thee in the
night watches. 7Because thou hast been my
help, therefore in the shadow of thy wings
will I rejoice. 8My soul followeth hard after
thee: thy right hand upholdeth me. 9But
those that seek my soul, to destroy it, shall go
into the lower parts of the earth. 1°They shall
fall by the sword: they shall be a portion for
foxes. 1But the king shall rejoice in God;
every one that sweareth by him shall glory:
but the mouth of them that speak lies shall be
stopped.

David was twice in this tract of land that
we’ve read about here along the western
shore of the Dead Sea. And once, he was

being persecuted by Saul. Saul was trying to
kill him at one time and David fled to this
place. And then we see once again that
during his son Absalom’s revolt....and note
this. This psalm could not have been written
in reference to being persecuted by Saul,
because David was not yet king when he was
being persecuted by Saul. This then must
refer to the time of his son Absalom’s revolt.

And that was one of the darkest hours in
David’s life. His favorite and good for
nothing son was seeking to grasp David’s
royal authority. And David knew that his own
sin had come back to roost with him. Now,
David was a man after God’s own heart, as we
read in the Word of God, but we need to
remember also that David was a warrior.

David was a bloody man. Remember, he
killed Goliath, and through his sin of
committing adultery with Bathsheba, he had
her husband killed, and on and on and on, we
read about David, and David’s sin came back.

And the Bible teaches us, Be sure your sin
will find you out [Numbers 32:23]. David’s
sin at this point was finding him out through
his son Absalom. And in this psalm, we see
David with a conscience in agony, a bleeding
heart and a crushed spirit. David humbly
bowed himself and accepted the chastisement
of the Lord. Because of his acceptance of the
Lord’s chastisement, it was sweet unto him.
He admitted his sin. He admitted that he had
been wrong, and this psalm shows an intense
and overpowering emotion of love, an
overpowering happiness. It’s a monument
for us how David’s sorrow had brought to him
a closer union with God, as our sorrow may
do for us.
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Now, this psalm is a treasure, letting us know
sorrows can bring us closer to God. First of
all, I want you to notice this. We see in this
psalm a soul longing for God. In verses 1-4,
David says in the first part of verse 1, O God,
thou art my God. This means that David has
a personal relationship with God. And, as
David, we too need a personal relationship
with God. First, we must know Jesus as our
Savior.

Salvation comes by and through no other
than our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.
“Lord, come into my heart. I receive You as
Savior.” That’s what we pray and that’s what
we’ve prayed in order to receive Jesus as
Savior, and I trust that you’ve done that.
David had a personal relationship with the
Lord. Do you have that personal relationship
of salvation?

And then, we understand that, after that
salvation, we need a daily walk. We need to
be walking with the Lord. What do I mean by
“daily walk”? First John chapter 1, verses 6-7,
says, ¢If we say that we have fellowship with
him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and do
not the truth: 7But if we walk in the light, as
he is in the light, we have fellowship one with
another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his
Son cleanseth us from all sin.

First John 1:9 says, If we confess our sins, he
is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and
to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

I like that old hymn that says, “When we walk
with the Lord in the light of His Word, what a
glory He sheds on our way. While we do His
good Will, He abides with us still and with all
who will trust and obey. Trust and obey for
there’s no other way to be happy in Jesus but
to trust and obey.”

Yes, as a Christian, you need a daily
cleansing. We need to say, “Lord Jesus,

forgive me for not doing the things that I
should be doing. Forgive me, Lord, for sin in
my life. Cleanse me so that I can be serving
You. I can be a clean vessel. I can have a daily
walk with You as David did.”

Well, David says in the rest of that verse 1,
Early will I seek thee. This means, “Lord,
You are first in my life, the first thing. You are
more important than anything, anyone,
anything that comes into my life. You are
number one.” And David realized that he
needed to be putting God first in his life. Are
you doing that? We need to do that in our
lives for the Lord. We need to put Him first.
Early will I seek thee.

Now, I've also looked at that as meaning,
when we open our eyes the first thing in the
morning, we need to have a quiet time with
the Lord. We need to get in our prayer closet
and go on our knees and ask God to give us
what we need to make it through that day.
I’'m not talking about making it in salvation.
I'm talking about we are saved, and we are
going to please God through that. “Help me,
Lord, to serve You today more than I did
yesterday. Help me, Lord, to be a witness for
You today. Lead me in the light.”

And the third thing that David says here in
verse 1, My flesh longeth for thee in a dry
and thirsty land, where no water is. Now,
this means David was in a literal dry,
waterless place, but his mind was still stayed
upon the Lord. It didn’t make any difference
where he was. His mind was stayed upon the
Lord. And this place was not his home. He
was passing through.

No matter how bad our situation may be, our
minds need to be stayed upon the Lord, and
when we get out of God’s will, it is a dry,
waterless place. It’s miserable. I've been
there. I know what I'm talking about.
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David also says in this psalm that we’re
reading, Psalm 63:1-4, 10 God, thou art my
God; early will I seek thee: my soul thirsteth
for thee, my flesh longeth for thee in a dry
and thirsty land, where no water is, and
notice this, he says this in verse 2, so as I

have seen.... This means that David had seen.

He says he saw and experienced the power of
God in his life before. He knew the power of
God. Once again, this is the man who slew
Goliath. This is the man whom God was
blessing, that he was king. Whether or not
God would sustain his physical life, David
would still praise God for His loving
kindness, according to verses 3 and 4.

Secondly, here, I want you to notice this, the
longing soul, satisfied, verses 5-7. David says,
5My soul shall be satisfied... Satisfaction
came because David’s mind was stayed, or
fixed, upon the Lord. Remember, early will I
seek thee, or “You're first in my life.” He
looked to the future, trusting the Lord.

Now you may be going through a difficult
time right now, and a lot of people are, but
you need to keep your mind stayed upon the
Lord. Let the Lord lead you. Let the Lord take
care of you. What was the result in David’s
life? The result was his soul was satisfied,
according to verse 5 of Psalm 63.

And then we see in verse 6, satisfaction came
by remembering and meditating upon the
Word of God. As we study, as we read, as we
memorize the Word of God, it too becomes a
cleansing factor in our Christian lives. It too
becomes a way of remembering the goodness
of God. Faith comes by hearing and hearing
by the Word of God. Trust God. David says,
as we look at him, that satisfaction came
because the Lord had been his help. The Lord
had been his advisor, the one who had given
him knowledge, the one who had given him
wisdom, according to verse 7.

Solomon asked God for wisdom and God said
because you've done this and not asked for
something selfish, I'm going to bless you with
wisdom. Now, there was only one other
person, according to what I've studied, in this
world who was wiser than Solomon and that
was Jesus Christ, the Son of God. Satisfaction
came to David because the Lord had been
David’s protector throughout his life.

We need to look to our Lord. We need to trust
Him today. Jesus said this, O Jerusalem,
Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and
stonest them which are sent unto thee, how
often would I have gathered thy children
together, even as a hen gathereth her
chickens under her wings, and ye would not!

[Mat 23:37]

Now, in verse 7 of Psalm 63, it says, 7Because
thou hast been my help, therefore in the
shadow of thy wings will I rejoice. That
means God is covering; God is taking care of
David, and God takes care of us, His children.

The third thing I want you to notice here is
the satisfied soul. David is still seeking after
God, verses 8-11. And lastly, the final section
of this psalm gives us the satisfied soul who is
still seeking after God. David knew the Lord
would not let him down, according to verse 8,
and David knew the Lord would take care of
his enemies, according to 9 and 10 of Psalm
63. We don’t have to look for something to
get even with our enemies. God says, “I will
repay.” I will repay saith, the Lord, Romans
12:19.

David trusted God for the outcome of his life,
according to verse 11. And we’ve seen, as I've
gone through this quickly today, a soul
longing for God; secondly, the longing soul
satisfied, and thirdly, the satisfied soul still
seeking after God. David didn’t stop seeking
and glorifying God.
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Do you do that? Ask Him into your heart
today.

As a saved person, do you glorify God and tell
others about Him? Ask Him today to help
you to be a witness for Him.

Thank you for joining me once again today,
and look at our Website, www.LRWM.org, or
write to me, Lewis Woodard, 497 Judith
Avenue, Fruitland Park, FL 34731.

Until you hear me say, “It is a good life,” the
next time, may the Lord bless you richly is my
prayer.
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